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SUBJECT: ECEVIT CONTINUES EFFORTS TO FORM NEW TURKISH GOVERNMENT 

REF: ANKARA 4587 (DTG 151445Z JUN 77) 

1 . IN A JUNE 15 STATEMENT (PUBLISHED IN JUNE 16 TURKISH 
PRESS), PRIMIN-DESIGNATE ECEVIT SAID THAT NO ONE COULD SAY 
AHEAD OF TIME WHETHER OR NOT THE GOVERNMENT HE WAS FORMING 
WOULD WIN A VOTE OF CONFIDENCE; THE CONFIDENCE VOTE 
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ITSELF WOULD DETERMINE THAT. (COMMENT: THIS REINFORCES EARLIER 
STATEMENTS AND REPORTS TO THE EFFECT THAT ECEVIT PLANS TO FORM 
A SINGLE-PARTY GOVERNMENT BASED ON HIS REPUBLICAN PEOPLE S 
PARTY (RPP) RATHER THAN A COALITION WITH A CLEAR PARLIAMENTARY 
MAJORITY.) ANSWERING QUESTIONS FROM NEWSMEN, HE SAID THAT 
HE EXPECTED TO FINISH FORMING THE GOVERNMENT WITHIN A FEW DAYS. 
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2. ECEVIT CONSULTED YESTERDAY WITH THE LEADER AND MEMBERS 
OF THE "NATIONAL UNITY GROUP" (COMPOSED OF MOST OF THE LIFE 
SENATORS) AND WITH DEMOCRATIC PARTY (DP) CHAIRMAN BOZBEYLI. 

THE LATTER, WHILE NOTING HIS PARTY'S LIMITED POWER (IT HAS 
BEEN REDUCED TO ONE DEPUTY), SAID THAT HIS PARTY WOULD ASSIST 
IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEW GOVERNMENT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

ECEVIT REPORTEDLY PLANNED TO MEET TODAY WITH NATIONAL 
SALVATION PARTY (NSP) CHAIRMAN ERBAKAN, REPUBLICAN RELIANCE 
PARTY (RR) CHAIRMAN FEYZIOGLU, AND A GROUP OF PRESIDENTIALLY 
APPOINTED SENATORS. 

3. NSP CHAIRMAN ERBAKAN TOLD A PRESS CONFERENCE JUNE 15 THAT, 

IF THE RPP SHOULD MAKE A COALITION PROPOSAL, THE NSP WOULD 
GIVE IT DUE CONSIDERATION. HE REITERATED THAT THE NSP 

WOULD VOTE AGAINST ANY GOVERNMENT WHICH WAS NOT SURE BEFOREHAND 
TO WIN A VOTE OF CONFIDENCE. 

4. JUNE 16 PRESS REPORTS THAT THE NSP GENERAL EXECUTIVE 
BOARD HAS DECIDED THAT THE RPP MUST NOT BE ALLOWED TO WIN 
BOTH THE SENATE PRESIDENCY AND THE SPEAKERSHIP OF THE 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY (NA). THERE WERE ALSO RUMORS IN SOME 
PAPERS THAT THE NEXT NA SPEAKER WOULD BE AN NSP MEMBER 
REGARDLESS OF WHICH OF THE TWO MAJOR PARTIES FORMS THE 
NEW GOVERNMENT, SINCE EITHER OF THEM WOULD GIVE THE 
POSITION AS A PRICE FOR THE NSP S SUPPORT. OVER THE PAST FEW 
DAYS SEVERAL PRESS COMMENTATORS HAVE THEORIZED THAT THE NSP 
MIGHT BE WILLING TO SUPPORT AN RPP GOVERNMENT IN EXCHANGE FOR 
LEGISLATIVE OFFICES RATHER THAN INSISTING ON A FULL-FLEDGED 
COALITION. AFTER ITS JUNE 15 SESSION AGAIN FAILED TO BRING 
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FORTH ANY CANDIDATES FOR SPEAKER, THE NA POSTPONED ELECTION 
OF THE SPEAKER UNTIL JUNE 16. THE SENATE IS ALSO DUE TO ELECT 
NEW LEADERSHIP JUNE 16, WITH NO SHORTAGE OF CANDIDATES ANTI- 
CIPATED. 

5. AMONG THE MORE INTERESTING RUMORS PRINTED IN THE JUNE 16 
TURKISH PRESS ARE THE FOLLOWING: 

- LEFTIST DAILY POLITIKA IN ITS MAIN STORY SAID THAT 
AN RPP-RR COALITION IS ONE OF THE LEADING PROSPECTS FOR 

NEW GOVERNMENT, WITH SEVEN OR EIGHT NSP OR JUSTICE PARTY (JP) 

DEPUTIES LIKELY TO TRANSFER TO THE THREE-MEMBER RR 
DELEGATION IN PREFERENCE TO THE IDEOLOGICALLY MORE EXTREME 
ALTERNATIVE OF TRANSFERRING TO THE LEFT-OF-CENTER RPP. 

- SENSATIONALIST DAILY GUNAYDIN HEADLINES THAT THE 
RPP HAS FOUND SIX DEPUTIES WILLING TO TRANSFER TO IT; 

TOGETHER WITH 213 PRESENT RPP DEPUTIES, FOUR INDEPENDENTS, 

THREE RR DEPUTIES AND ONE DP, THIS WOULD GIVE 227 DEPUTIES, 

TWO MORE THAN HALF OF THE NA. THE GUNAYDIN ARTICLE ADDED THAT 
SOME OTHER DEPUTIES HAD AGREED TO ABSTAIN OR ABSENT THEMSELVES 
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FROM A CONFIDENCE VOTE. CONSERVATIVE PAPERS CARRIED CHARGES 
THAT THE RPP HAD TRIED TO WIN OVER SOME JP DEPUTIES WITH 
PROMISES OF MINISTERSHIPS AND GUARANTEED REELECTION, BUT 
HAD BEEN DULY REFUFFED. 

DILLON 
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